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Glory House Services (GHS) was started by 
Idalbert Joseph and his wife, Glorie, who are 
naturalized American citizens from Haiti. The 
organization began in 2007. The mission of 
the organization – in part – is to address the 
transition of newly arrived Haitian immigrants 
to the United States. This is accomplished 
through interpreter/translation services for 
people in the Kansas City area. Idalbert and 
Glorie did not forget their place of origin: 
so GHS also has a crucial role to support 
education of young Haitian children.   

This fundamental aspect of GHS’s work 
lies in the North west part of Haiti, in the 
communities of Colin, Repos, and Fond-Poux. 
This is where three elementary schools are 
sponsored by GHS. The three schools provide 
education for kindergarten through sixth 
grade. The salaries of the 16 grade school 
teachers and three principals are paid by 
GHS. All teachers have completed 12 years  
of education – which in Haiti is identified as  
a Baccalaureate. 

The literacy rate of Haitians is the lowest 
in the Caribbean and Central America. The 
Haiti government is in such a state of crisis 
monetarily and otherwise, most schools 
are private, run by NGOs, some Christian 
organizations or are for profit institutions. 

Mission
“Working together” we support local educators in NW Haiti teaching youth, 

building community, while connecting Haitian Americans in Kansas City.

2



GHS is not for profit and is the funding source 
for all three schools. Because GHS board 
members and staff are volunteers, virtually all 
monies received are spent on services in Haiti, 
teacher payroll and school materials. GHS 
members make trips to Haiti and check on the 
welfare of its schools, but this is done at their 
own expense or through special donations 
including funds from the Haitian-American 
population in the Kansas City (KC) area. Each 
family in the three Haitian communities who 
send their children to one of the schools is 
asked to pay a registration fee of $20 Haitian 
dollars; $5.00 U.S, dollars. Many families can 
not even afford to meet this modest request.

Networking with 
Organizations
GHS in 2014 worked with “Greater Kansas 
City Foundation” and Non Profit Connect to 
build alliances. Our goal is to build bridges 
and identify partners locally who have 
footprints in Haiti. (Haiti is second only to 
India in the number of Non Government 
Organizations working in a country, to  
build up these countries. [India however has  
1 billion people, and Haiti has 9 million.])

Activities in 2014:
•  In June 2014, a Haitian Symposium was 

held at Rockhurst University in KC., 
which brought knowledgeable speakers 
on contemporary issues germane to Haiti 
and its people. Speakers included Laura 
Fitzpatrick professor from Rockhurst 
University, Janeil Owen from NW Haiti 
Christian Mission, Marilyn Monaghan 
from Apparent Project, and Dr. and 
Mrs. Steve Weber from Heart to Heart 
International. Sixteen different organization 
representatives attended, including 
representative from Homes from the Heart, 
which was also a sponsor. A similar event 
has been scheduled for June 2015.
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•  Translation/interpreter services were 
provided to members of the American 
Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP) 
who deal with Haitian medical students 
providing medical assistance in Haiti. 

•  Haitian Creole classes were held at 
University of Missouri Kansas City 
throughout 2014 with approximately 45 
attending and completing the 6 week class.

•  Friends outreach – a mail donation campaign

•  The 2014 Ethnic Festival held in Swope Park 
in the summer was part of a celebration 
from many countries represented in KC 
area. In 2014 138 hours were donated to 
set-up, running a booth with Haitian food 
and tear-down. Overall volunteer hours 
totaled 220 in 2014. It is planned that GHS 
will again be involved it the annual KC 
event, in August 2015.

•  Haitian trip Jan/feb 2014 to the NW area. 
By former Board member Olisa Gravney: 

“Our flight to Haiti was delayed by a day 
due to our plane having mechanical issues. 
We already had a packed agenda. Our 
objectives were many, including learning 
in greater detail about our communities by 
visiting the three schools in Repos, Colin 
and Fond Poux. But we also wanted to 
observe and ask about best practices from 
other organizations. 

Our first stop was to visit Marmelade 
where we passed out medical/ care 
packages and treats. Heading north we 
traveled to Gonaives, the biggest town 
near to our three school communities. We 
visited with both teachers and parents and 

residents. Because of size and isolation, 
these communities are tied tightly around 
the schools even though, families may be 
older and have no school age children. 
From the intimacy of these locations, we 
received ideas from townsfolk that would 
be of benefit to the school … and the town. 
An Example: The Water supply is typically 
fragile. Water comes from local streams 
and underground sources which are prone 
to natural and man-made contaminants. 
At the school there are no hand washing 
stations for the children based on safe 
water. The presence of parasites in the 
water can keep children from regularly 
attending classes. Outhouses are either 
non existent or not set off far enough from 
possible water supply sources. Addressing 
such a project could be of benefit to the 
whole community.“

Report by Glory Joseph, co-founder and name 
sake for GHS on the 2014 trip:

I am Haitian born and raised. These trips 
“home” are adventures and a chance to be 
reunited with my family and of my husband’s 
family. Though a native, my first impression 
– each time I come is – how do people live 
like this? The land is dry or flooded, it is 
far to market where people can sell their 
garden produce, no hospital, no water. But 
I do not see sad faces- not despair. People 
were hopeful and grateful for what little they 
have. We were welcomed. Most are small 
plot farmers. Town people said it is nice to 
know they can send their kids to school 
without having money to send them, with us 
providing them education. In spite of all my 
experience, it was joyful because we keep 
these communities alive with the little we do. 
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GHS Impact in Haiti
When we in America think of education we 
consider it supported by the community at 
large through property taxes and state funding 
and led by professional educators. Support 
for education in America comes with desks, 
extracurricular activities, hot breakfast/ lunch 
programs … and the list goes on. 

For GHS schools we strive to provide an 
alternative future for Haitian citizens by 
raising literacy, exposing youth to Haitian 
geography, and teaching math and science 
through cooperative learning with values 
instruction. Classes are taught in French, the 
second language in Haiti.

An indirect result for the young people who 
come to school, is GHS’ hope to be a buffer for 

children who are at risk of being “restaveks,” 
a system of child servitude, whereby families 
give (sell/loan) a child or children to neighbors, 
or strangers because the family can’t afford to 
keep/feed the child and school them. Such a 
system tolerates child abuse. These children 
can become domestic servants or worse. It is 
in part, for this reason, that GHS is committed 
to providing education in the three NW area 
communities. To continue to provide these 
opportunities and provide a small measure of 
protection to Haitian youth, GHS realizes the 
pursuit of education in Haiti must become 
sustainable to have an impact. Support in these 
communities means more than accepting 
the hospitality of organizations such as GHS, 
but to support these efforts by developing the 
capacity to involve the community at large, in 
creating solutions. 
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Treasurer’s Report
2014 Financial Summary

Currently, all activities from GHS are volunteer time. We do not have any paid staff positions.  
So, 91% of our funds are spent to pay teacher’s salaries.

In 2015, we plan to work toward a goal to increase the teacher’s salary to $5/day (the May 1, 2014 
Haiti Presidential Decree for minimum educator salary). We also hope to increase our donor base 
and diversify our avenues of fundraising.
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Executive Summary
I, Idalbert Joseph, am eager to embrace this opportunity to share what is inside 

of me. As founder of GHS, I desire to help Haitians in Kansas City, Mo. and in 

Haiti as well. We strive to help the kids continue education in Haiti. GHS would 

love to partner with churches, hospitals, and other organizations for GHS to be 

a lamp in NW Haiti. If you live within the KC metro area, I look to meet you and 

report on our three communities in Haiti. Or you can go to our website,  

www.gloryhousekc.org or Facebook to learn how we work in NW Haiti to 

improve lives and sustain projects within the communities themselves. I look 

forward to reach the future with its milestones together. 



P.O. Box 2143 
Independence, MO 64055

816-237-0447

www.gloryhousekc.org
Email: info@gloryhousekc.org

Founded in 2005. Incorporated in 2007.

GHS is a 501C3 organization.

Glory House Services works! 
“Little by little to give Haitians 

a hand to stand up.”


